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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT EAST COURT MANSION, EAST GRINSTEAD, ON MONDAY

5th FEBRUARY 2018 AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor Mrs J Mockford (Town Mayor)
Councillor Whittaker (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Dabell, Hodges, Matthews, Mrs 
Mainstone, Mockford, Osborne, Mrs Russell, Sweatman, Visser, and 
Wyan 

Others present:  Town Clerk and 4 Members of the Public.   

The Town Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all.  

58 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions.

59 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Favor - away
Cllr Peacock - away
Cllr Webster - unwell 
Cllr Saull  - leave of absence 

60 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL, OR PECUNIARY INTEREST.

There were no new declarations, the Town Mayor reminded the Council they held a 
dispensation for making the Council Tax Precept and unless items were raised for 
discussion on the budget the declarations having been made at committee sufficed.      

61 THE TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Town Mayor mentioned her visit to the Grinstead Talking news, her upcoming 
musical quiz and Town Mayors Ball which was set for 4th May. 

She then advised two small additions to the Co-Option draft policy in step 3 (b) it 
should read British or Commonwealth citizen or an EU state national which inserts 
the word commonwealth and changes EURO to EU.  These were agreed by the 
Council to be noted. 

She then proposed the Co-option policy which was seconded 

It was clarified that the council would be able to ask questions of those who put 
themselves for co-option and this was proposed and seconded as an amendment to 
be inserted in to the policy 

RESOLVED:  To insert the words in to Step 5 “and then have the opportunity to ask 
questions of the applicants. The Council will then…” 
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Step 5 therefore reading:  Step 5 - at the full council meeting the Local Council receives 
the applications submitted, the Council will offer to hear from each of the candidates for up to 
five minutes in support of their application and then have the opportunity to ask questions of 
the applicant. The Council will then vote on a new member - in public with no prior meetings. 
There is no exclusion of public or "secret" ballot. If a ballot is requested and resolved to take 
place it is a signed ballot.
The new member is elected by having the majority vote. If you have more candidates for 
seats you keep voting until you have one left

RESOLVED:   To adopt the Co-option policy with the above amendment

It was noted that the co-option advertisement would be posted on 6th February and 
the Council would determine the co-option on 3rd April 2018.     

62 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

The Leader of the Council Thanked the Town Mayor but said he had no matters to 
lay before the Council  

63 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AS FOLLOWS: -

Date Page Nos Minute Nos

(a) Planning              3-1-18 117-122 233-239
(b) Public Services 18-1-18 123 240-244
(c) Amenities & Tourism                                   18-1-18 124-125 245-250
(d) Finance & General Purposes                      18-1-18     126-127 251-255
(e)   Planning                                                        22-1-18    128-136      256-265

The Chairman of Planning proposed his minutes highlighting the correspondence 
with MSDC and the newly agreed infrastructure working group. In addition he 
advised that site visits to the Old Martells site and the travel lodge had been 
undertaken to keep abreast of the developments.  In answer to a question he 
advised that the public were not permitted to circulate papers to the committee at 
this time.  This could be reconsidered in the future.  

The Chairman of Public Services proposed her minutes 

The Vice Chairman in the absence of the Chairman of Amenities and Tourism 
proposed her minutes 

The Chairman of Finance and General Purposes proposed his minutes    

RESOLVED : To approve the minutes of the above Committees 
and to confirm the decisions contained within them.

64 BUDGET 2018/19

The Leader of the Council introduced the budget and advised that having noted the 
consideration and recommendations at the standing committees where these have 
been debated individually he would now propose the adoption of the papers.   
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RESOLVED
(1) That Council approve the revenue estimates 2018/2019 as the Town 
Council’s budget for 2018/2019 financial year; 

(2) That the Town Council’s capital programme for 2018/2019 be laid down 
as in the draft budget booklet;

(3) That the Council  approve  that  any  capital  schemes  not  completed  in 
2018/2019 including  any  former  years’  figures,  be automatically  carried  
forward  to  2018/2019;

(4) That the Town Council’s estimated payments of  £1,206,100 and 
estimated income of £296,800 in the 2018/2019 financial year be approved, 
resulting in a net cost to the Town Council of £909,300; 

(5) To approve a precept for the 2018/2019 financial year, set at 
£909,300 (representing an annual council tax of £80.36 per Band D 
property) based on the known tax base of 11,314.9

65 The Town Mayor advised that having set the budget, the Council were required to 
authorise the levy of the precept.

RESOLVED  : 
To Levy the  precept  on  Mid  Sussex  District Council to  be  paid  in  
2  instalments of  £454,650 and £454,650 by 30th April and 30th 

September 2018.

66 TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE

The Chairman of the Public Services Committee explained about the clash of the 
meeting dates with the CLC and asked that the Council agree to the changing of the 
time on this one occasion. 

RESOLVED:  the meeting time to be moved to 5pm for the meeting of 1st March   

67 TO APPROVE THE COUNCILS UPDATED RISK REGISTER

The Town Mayor introduced the paper and explained that it would be annually 
reviewed in September. 

RESOLVED:  To adopt the risk register with thanks to the officers  

68 TO APPROVE A SIGNATORY FOR THE TOWN MAYOR’S CHARITY ACCOUNT

RESOLVED:  to include Mr Daniel Chambers as a signatory to the Town Mayors 
Charity Account.    

The Town Mayor announced that the next meeting of Council was due to be held on 
3rd April 2018 at 7pm. She then invited all to join her for refreshments in the 
Mayor’s Parlour and the meeting ended at 7.26pm.
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SIGNED:
TOWN MAYOR


